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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in 
the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent 
by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and was 
published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 and 4 - 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(e) as being anticipated by Uehira et al 
(6,880,254). 

Regarding claim 1, Uehira et al disclose a torque detector comprising a torsion bar Ic 
including an input shaft 1, an output shaft 4, a first gear la including a gear 7a that is coupled to the 
input shaft 1, a first detecting section 14 placed at a center of the gear 7a, a second gear 4a including 
gears that is coupled to the output shaft 4 and a second detecting section 15 placed at a center of the 
gear 8a (See Col 3, lines 10 - 50), the first detecting section 14 includes a first magnet 10 and the 
first detecting element of magnetism confronting the first magnet and the second detecting section 
15 includes a second magnet 11 and the second detecting element of magnetism confronting the 
first magnet (See CoL 3, lines 39 - 50). 

Regarding claims 4 and 5, the first and second gears la, 4a have the same number of teeth 
and the gears 7a, 8a have a different number of teeth (See Col. 6, lines 21 - 23, See Fig. 4B) and an 
absolute rotation angle is calculated from a difference between respective absolute angles of the 
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gears (See Col. 5, lines 1-7) and a torque is calculated from a difference between an absolute 
rotation angle of gear 7a and that of gear 8a multiplied by the teeth ratio of the gears (See Col. 5, 
lines 8 -16). 

Regarding claims 6 and 7, absolute rotation angles and correction angles are stored in 
advance in a nonvolatile memory and are used for calculating absolute rotation angles and torque 
(See Col. 9, lines 5-23 and Col 10, lines 40 - 42), the CPU 29 computes the torque from the 
differences between the outputs (See Col. 9, lines 8-17) and the memory 33 is programmable and 
is provided with the outputs and calculated values. 

Regarding claims 8 and 9, the detector gives a warning when a difference exceeds a 
predetermined allowance being a physically improbable output or an unusual amount of torque (See 
Col. 10, lines 59 - 67). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to these claims have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Octavia Davis whose telephone number is 571-272-2176. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon through Thurs from 9 to 5. The examiner can also be reached on 
alternate Fridays . 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 



Edward Lefkowitz, can be reached on 571-272-2180. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toU-free). 
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